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THE STATE OF INDIANA ZETA

These past six years have been a challenge for Indiana Zeta and for us on the House
Corporation board. The chapter was assessed a somewhat abrupt suspension from
Butler’s campus in the middle of finals week in December 2014. Immediately following,
the house endured an unfortunate 6-figure vandalism incident by the disgruntled
undergraduates. However, despite a prolonged period of unoccupancy and subsequent
lack of much-needed revenue, we’ve managed to emerge optimistically out of the
storm.
With generous assistance from the Canonsburg Corporation, the non-profit created by
Phi Kappa Psi to aid chapter House Corporations, we were able to avoid the financial
risk of losing the chapter house and also secure a loan for operating costs. Working
with Butler to determine the optimal time to return to campus, and considering the
movements of other campus groups, our 3-year suspension turned into a 6-year hiatus.
The 2020-21 school year brought about a mutually beneficial opportunity to allow the
Lambda Chi chapter to live in our facility while their completely new chapter house
was under construction. This provided some much-needed revenue for the House
Corporation and allowed us to complete many deferred maintenance projects around
the house, necessary now that the house would be occupied again.
Now that the Butler Colony is back on campus and making great strides towards
becoming a full chapter once again, the House Corporation is looking toward the
future to imagine what it will take to bring the best and brightest guys from Butler’s
campus back to Phi Psi. The housing scene on campus has changed dramatically over
the past five to seven years or so, with two new dorms and several new or renovated
fraternity houses. The bar is set high to entice the new generation of leaders on
campus, and we are actively pursuing options to give Phi Psi the best opportunities
for success in the decades to come. This includes hiring a local, nationally renowned
architecture firm to bring the vision of a new Phi Psi chapter house to life, and hiring
the Phi Psi Foundation to help us effectively share our vision with the alumni base.
Stay tuned, good things are happening again for Indiana Zeta!
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Update Your Information

Make sure you stay up-to-date on what
is happening at the Colony and within
the organization. Complete the form on
the back of this newsletter, place it in
a stamped envelope and mail it to the
Phi Kappa Psi Foundation. You can also
use the link at the bottom of the form to
submit your information electronically.

Support Indiana Zeta’s Future

Gifts to the Indiana Zeta Chapter OneFund
can be made by check, credit card and/
or appreciated securities. These gifts
are 100% tax deductible through the Phi
Kappa Psi Foundation.
You can give online using a credit card at
pkpfoundation.org/support-indiana-zeta

or by mailing a check to:
Phi Kappa Psi Foundation
5395 Emerson Way
Indianapolis, IN 46226
Checks should be made payable to the Phi
Kappa Psi Foundation and note IN Zeta
Chapter OneFund on the memo line.
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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS

Brothers of Indiana Zeta Join Together
On October 22 and 23, brothers of
Indiana Zeta—new and old—gathered
in celebration of the Chapter’s 50th
anniversary. Pin numbers 1 through 150,
initiates from 1971 to 1982, were invited to
a special dinner Friday evening at Laurel
Hall, the Fraternity and Foundation’s
national headquarters in Indianapolis,
to observe the anniversary of their
initiations, 50th and 40th respectively.
They were joined by the new members of
the Indiana Zeta Colony. Saturday, the
festivities moved to the chapter house
at Butler where the brothers relaxed and
caught up with each other; sharing old
stories and rekindling friendships.
Ed Plavchak Butler ’71 and Stan Wachel
Butler ’72 were two of the brothers who not
only attended the anniversary weekend,
but were also instrumental in planning
it. Ed, who took charge of organizing the
weekend, explained how the event came

to be. “About four times a year we have
a Zoom call with the older guys, and we
decided to have a 50th anniversary of our
initiation, and then we expanded to the
40th through 50th anniversary, 1 through
150 pin numbers. We spent months trying
to find people. We then invited the new
colonists, and everything fell into place
nicely,” Plavchak said.
Throughout the weekend the brothers got
to reconnect and learn more about the new
colonists. The moment was serendipitous
having colonists from 50 years ago spend
time with the new colony members. The
best part of the weekend, according to
Stan, was having the opportunity to see
people he hadn’t seen in a while and
welcome the new colonists. “The new
group we got on board represents who we
are and who we want to be. It was just a
special weekend and if you were to talk to
the other guys, they would say the same

thing.” The slideshow and scrapbooks
shared Saturday prompted many stories,
including the fact that out of the brothers
present that represented the first 12
years of Indiana Zeta, no one could recall
a time when the Chapter didn’t have the
scholarship trophy from the Housing
Corporation.
Overall, the weekend was a great success.
Brothers Plavchak and Wachel hope
that these celebrations can become a
tradition for Indiana Zeta. They would
like to encourage pins 151 and beyond
to reach out and reconnect with their
brothers and plan future anniversaries.
“I think if you choose not to do it, you
are missing a tremendous opportunity.
If you are young, it’s a time to renew old
friendships,” Ed said. Stan agreed adding
“We are all a family, all of us.”
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RETURN TO GREEK ROW
Our First Full Year Back at Butler

The 2021-2022 academic year marks the first full year back on campus for the
Butler University Colony of Phi Kappa Psi after a five-year hiatus. Having the spring
recruitment marred by COVID restrictions and other challenges, the Colony was able
to build a group of 17 loyal brothers dedicated to rebuilding Phi Psi’s presence on
Butler’s campus. As the new academic year begins, the Colony will be present in their
original house on Butler’s Greek Row. The new brothers of the Butler Colony have set
out to differentiate Phi Kappa Psi from the other fraternities on campus.

Involvement On and Around Butler

The brothers of the Butler Colony are heavily involved in multiple student-run
organizations on and around campus. Brothers are involved in organizations such as
the Butler Student Government Association, Butler Collegian, Cru, and Butler Student
Orientation. Involvement in student organizations is a crucial part of the Colony and
through these groups our brothers have been able to create many connections across
campus and the surrounding community that will be beneficial to themselves and
the Colony. Additionally, these organizations have helped to build Phi Psi’s image on
campus and create a unique reputation for our fraternity.
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Plans for the Fall

With the fall semester being the first ‘normal’ semester for the Colony, the group
had some big plans to make the most of their return. The group was able to host an
on-campus philanthropy event during the fall semester and participated in many
other Greek events hosted by different Greek houses. Along with participating in
these events, the brothers began working toward spring recruitment. The brothers of
the Butler Colony are very optimistic for recruitment and are all looking forward to
potential additions to the Colony.
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A Message From the President

NATE CARPENTER

“I am very excited to be a part of such a great group of
men that is determined to reestablish the Indiana Zeta
Colony. The past year and a half have been far from easy,
but I could not be prouder of the guys that have pledged
their fullest commitment to our goals. Personally, I have
learned so much and have had such an enjoyable time
leading our efforts to bring Phi Kappa Psi back to Butler,
and I look forward to implementing alumni support as
well.”

